
Stop the studies of sea prospections in the Catalan Coast 
 

 

Last January 17
th
, the Official Spanish Bulletin announced the request of prospection 

permits to find mineral oils along the Catalan Coast. The document is available from the 
following URL: 
http://www.boe.es/boe/dias/2013/01/17/pdfs/BOE-B-2013-1673.pdf 
 
According to this document, the company Capricorn Spain Limited has applied for a 
permit of the Direcció General de Política energètica i Mines (Secretary of Energy and 
Mining) to explore if natural gas and oil can be found along the Catalan Coast. It is a 
prospection project of the geology of the seabed over a large area. Their aim is to 
identify indicators of natural gas and/oil reservoirs for their future extraction. 
 
A few days later, the Official Bulletin of the Girona Province published an announcement 
from the Dependència d’Indústria i Energia (Industry and Energy Office) of the 
subdelegation of the Spanish Government in Girona posting the Environmental Impact 
Assessment Study of the project “Seismic campaign in free areas of the Golf of Lleó, 
opposed the coast of Catalonia and Balearic Islands” for public display. This is another 
project for seismic prospection, encompassing a much larger area and in a much more 
advanced stage of development. 
 
These studies threaten the marine ecosystems, particularly cetacean populations. In this 
sense, acoustic damages are well-known to affect fish, cephalopods, cetaceans and 
coral. It’s worth noticing that the study area is extensive and affects areas of high 
ecological value and migratory fauna paths. The area is inhabited by cetacean 
populations, protected by a variety of European Directives, such as the Habitat Directive 
(92/42/CEE), the Catalan Natural Heritage and Biodiversity Act 42/2007 and the Act 
41/2010 of Protection of the Marine Environment. 
 
It is necessary to advance towards sustainable energy systems working in a transition 
towards a model in which resources are allocated to essential activities. It is worth 
noticing that this area has tourism and fishing as its main economic sectors. Sea 
prospections and the possible extraction of fuels in the area could bring serious impacts 
over these sectors. Furthermore, it is an area suggested to become a large marine 
reserve (INDEMARES project), supported through a LIFE+ and financed by the same 
Spanish country (via its scientific council CSIC). 
 
The end of oil is closer every day and technologies like fracking or sea prospections do 
not constitute an answer to this situation. It is necessary to promote a change in the 
energy system based in the reduction of consumption and the use of clean and 
renewable energies. 
 
The following signing organizations will work to avoid any project of this nature. We will 
plead against the project and, if necessary, we will file a lawsuit to stop them. To make it 
happen, we need the support from the wider society. Will you help us? 
 

 

ADENC 
Àgora Vilamajor 
Aritjol-Salvem el Crit 
Associació de Naturalistes de Girona 



Associació de Veïns de La Satalia 
Associació mediambiental Vall del Ges.Net 
Associació per a la Defensa dels Drets dels Animals 
Ateneu Juvenil, Cultural i Naturalista de Girona 
Campanya Repsolmata 
Centre per la Sostenibilitat Territorial (CST) 
CEPA-EdC 
Coordinadora per a la Salvaguarda del Montseny 
DEPANA 
Ecologistes de Catalunya 
Ecologistes en Acció 
Entrepobles 
Gent del Ter 
GEPEC-EdC 
GOB Menorca 
Grup per a la Defensa del Medi Natural de la Segarra - EdC 
IAEDEN (Institució Altempordanesa per la Defensa i Estudi de la Natura)-Salvem 
l’Empordà 
OCEANA 
Projecte NINAM 
Xarxa de l'Observatori del Deute en la Globalització  
 

 

 


